L P e .

i Py I

” ry A X __- - - .
. T A= "
s - 4 " .y pe 4 " - r %1, ' 9 r :‘e-- ] LA " 4 - e e i} _._- o g

e ——————— T ———— e e — e e ———————————————————————————— . ———————————— m— - -

v

-

L-

l

e ——— i ——

e

"TRUE DEMOCRAT.

— ] — E—— =SS ———— — -
' “ We claim as large a Charter as the Wind, to bimo on whom we please.” ‘ e
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By O. 0. Dease. PAULDINE?:, SS.I, DNESDAY,SEP’I‘BER 24, 1845, “Tol 3;.;“ ”,:'
edin stocks that are not safe and valuable, | introduced; and it is said that the inten- | cultivation by the agept nnd three of the | duty, and justice, and  mitet eontrot “{

TERMS.

Tie True Demeoerat is published
every Wednesday, et TRRER DOLLARS per
annum,

ADVERTISEMENTS inseried at the usual
rvates, viz: One Dollar per square, (fen lines
or less) for the firstinsertion, and fifty cents
for eack continuance. A liberal discount al-
lowed to those who advertise by the year, An-
nouncing county Ccnd:'du!es%r any office five
dollars—others, ten dollars.

Jor Wonx cxecuted with neatness and des
patch. : !

¥ Letters on business connected with glu
office, mus! be POST PAID, Lo ensure allention

TO THE PEOPLE O} MISSISSIPPL

Standing before you in the attitnde of a
candidate for congress, and desiring to se- l
cure and maintain your good opinion and
approval of iny past conduct #8 your re-
presentative, and to retain that confidence
yon have heretofore so generously extend-
ed to me, you must indulge me in this ad-
dress. Appeal upon appeal, communica-
tion after communication, both privately
and throngh the public press, hus been |
made, urging me to come out with a full |
exposition of our Indian redations, and
particularly of the somewhat famous
“Chickasaw B:ll;” and n longer silence on
my part, might possibly- lead you to the
conelusion that 1 knew many things about
men and measures that 1 felt nnwilling to
give to the public. Bat I have no scerets, |
and I keep none. Wiuth yon I have ever
observed the most unreserved frankness
and candor; and though you may disap-
prove and condemn iny course, you shall
never complain of my deception and be-
trayal, lcan engage in no intrigue, no
combinntion, no secrel manacgement o iy-
duce yon into a position which yonr dis-
passionate jadgment may not approve:
nordo I wish to raise a false alarm, at any
time, injurionusly to affect others, [ am a |
plain, Ylunt man, and speak out my own
views about measures in the {reest mun-
ner, and leave you 10 judge as to the cor-
rectuess of my opinious und the propriety
of my conduct,

Duriag my carcer as a pulilic man, du-
ring the last six years of which I have
stood in the high #hd  responsible, station
of your representative in Congress, onr
State has pussed throngh some strange and
exciling scenes. T'wice have we snceeded |
in arresting power from the hands of |
whigs, when the election tmmediately pre.
ceeding showed a mnjority against the
democrats; and once have we triumphed
over a division in our own parly ranks.
As your sentinel, I have st on the out-
ermost wall, and the denuneiation and re-
proach intended for you have fallen upon
my ears, and it has been my proud privi-
lige to throw myself intothe breach of your
defence. What I have done, | havedone;
and in my heart of hearts [thank you for
your approbation of my conduet.

At the last session of Congress, our late
Senator, Mr. Watker, repoited a bill from
tha Judiciary committee to the Senate.
“To enable the Chickasaw Nation fo uy
the validity of their claims in the Courts
of the United States.” This Lill possed
the Sennte, and on the morning of the last |
day of the sesston, in my absence, it pas-
sed the House of Representatives.  Allor-@
wards it was reconsidered, and 1 made a |
speech npon the provisions aud grinciples
of the BaL, and it was forth v Sejected
Two days subsequewt to this defeal of the
B3ill, Mr. Walker roceived a comiuission
from Gov. Brown, autherizing me to fill
the vacated seat in the Senate of the Uuit-
od States. This commission was never |
delivered to me; aud my course on_the
Chickasaw Bill has been #sizned by some |

rsons as the reason for its non-delivery. |

'ariotts comments have been made, and | |
am called upon in the character of a wit- |
ness suppased 18 know all about the trans. ‘
action, 1o speak ont; to give the legislative
history of the Bill; 10 explain its prineiples I
and “enormities;” and above all, 1o explain |
my owyp speech, wherein | say, “1 have
friends wrging the passage of the Bill,
whose wishes T hate to thwart” It is
moreover said, that the question is not
dead; that the Bill is in itself just and pro- |
per, and will again be pressed on the con- |
sideration of Congress; and that an issue |
is sought to be made with me ns to the
pustuess and correciness of my positions. |
'or all theve things | am fmply prepared,
and | submit to your unbiessed yndgment I
|

|
J

all my acts, and opinioos and information
in relation to these matlers, and here give |
yvou the assurance that my fulure course |
shall correspond with the past, without va- |
nableness or p shadow of turnig.

Tus wisTorY oF THR CHickasaw
Birs can be written in fow words. A me-
moria! of the Chickasaw Nation of Indians |
1 presented 10 the Senate, seting forth
that the Chicksaws had ceded a large and
valunable country to the United Stales, on
the condition that the procesds of the sales

| of savd lands, afier defraying all the inci- |

dental expenses of sale, were 1o be invess. |
ed n certain eafe and valuable stocks, not |
having” more than TwewTY vears 7o

- mex. “That in defiance of said trenties, »

Laask romtion of said proceeds had been
invemed in mocks baving more than twen-
ly years (0 rn; and snother considerabie
pottioe of said proceeds hare been invest

-

—

| for said distriet, &e.
| ings were to be had “in the canse asmn

but which are greatly depreciated below
par value, and on a part of which no in-
terest has been paid for some time past.”
Then follows an argnment that the Chick-
asaws were an ignorant people, but had
great confidence in the people of the Unit-
ed States; and that a large amount of the
purchase money had been invested in the
stocks of scvernl of the States which form
a component part ol the American Union.
“That these States constitute a portion of
the very parties with whom said treaties
were made by the Chickasaw nation; and
that they cannot believe that the govern-
ment ofthe United States wonld permiT
an ign-antand coufidiog people to suffer
frow the neglect of any of its own mem-
bers, to place in the hands of their own
government those moneys aud interests to

{ which the Chicknsaw nation were justly

entitled.” ("T'his seetws to be rather anin-
sinuation that some of the Etates might be
against the payment of their stock, because
of their interest; and the appeal is made to
Congress not to permit the States Lo re-
pudiate. Well, coming frown an “ignorant
and confiding” Indian, no exceptions, I
hope, gentlemen ) ‘I'hey then say, “T'he
memorialists fully expect that the monies
received by the government of the United |
States, from the sales of the Chickasaw
lauds, will be fully secured to the Chicka-
saws,”

T'he second branch of the memorial
states that the Chickusaw fund had been
plundered of various amounts of money,
contrary to right and treaty stipulations;

and concludes with the prayer that the

Chickasaw nation may Le allowed the pri-
vilege of coming before the judicial tribn-
nals of the country, to test the validity of
these expenditures, and that provision may
be made for the repayment of sueh sums
as may be due by the United States,

This memorial of an ludian nation, nsk-
ing for redress of sapposcd grievances, is
presented to the Senate, and forthwith, on

| motion, relerred 1o the committee oit the

Judiciary, By what rule of legislation this

| reference was made, -1 ans wholly unable
! 1o ger,

There is a standing commiittee of
the Senate on Indian affairs, and to this
committe all petitions, memonals, resolu-
tious and bills, in any way touching or
relating to the interests, slaims or welfure
of lndians or Indran tribes, nre properly re-

ferred. ‘T'his committer, thus eharged
with this Lranch of business, are held re-

spousible to the Senate for a!l necessary
information pertaining to Indian affuirs,
This memorial, in my opinion, belonged |
to this committee; but, overruled here, it
should have gone to the commitiee on
claims; this rejected, a special committee
shonld have been ruized. I am thus par-
ticular, knowing that every fuet pertaining
to this law is demanded.  Bat I om ready
to adamnt that Mr. Walker is better ag
quainted with parlismentary proceedings
than 1 do, 1t was referred, and Mr. Wal-

. ker from the committee on the judiciary,
~reported the bill above alluded 1o,

This

Bill muthorized the Chickasaw ation,

| thraugh their comumiissioners, uuder the

treaties of 1832and 1834, 1o filea petition
in tho bature of a Lill ig,Chancery, in the

circuit court of the United States for the |

District of Columbia, setting fortl rurin
CLAIMB UNDEN SATD TREATIRS, OR EITH-
ER oF THEM, against the United States—
the citation to answer which Wil shall be
served on the Attorney of the United States
The same proceed-

ordinary proceedings in Chancery.” Each
party hiad the right of appeal,  “And if up-
ou the appeal of cither party, said decree
should be aflirmed, in whole or part, by
said court, then and in that case, such sum
as shall be finally adjudged by said su-
preme court to be due by the United States
to the Chickasvw nation, shall be acconnt-
ed for by the United Siates, and held and
disposed of by them, subject to the trusis
specified in said trentics; and said decree,
whether for or against the United States,
shall be final and conelnsive.”

This bill was reported, and the clerk, I |
presume, marked it “private,” for it is the |
duty of the clerk o to designate the diffe-
reat bills which may be introduced, It

was regu!nrlJtmcd through the Senate,
Late

i tribes.

tion of the bill being but 1o subserve the
ends of justice, such an exprégsion was yp-
merited, and raised a false alarm in regard
to the bill. With the intentions of the bill
I have naught to do. I deal withthe bill
itself, and the abuses which may be prac-
tised under it.

1st. I regard the very principle that the
Chicasaw nation shall be required to insti-
tute a suit against the Uuin States, in the
circuit courtofthe Districtof Columbia,
even for a just claim, as an “enormity,” asa
reflection upon Congress and the executive
departments of the government: becanse it
implies that they either have not”the dispo-
sition to deal justly with the Indian, or the
ability to compreheud and properly auder-
stand their rights. )

2d. 1regard the prin¢iple as a precedent
leading to “the most “enormous” conse-
quences. The claims of the Chickasaw
nation, which I have admitted in all my ar-
guments may be just, sink into insignif-
icance when brought into comparison with
those of the Cherokee nation and other

low itself 10 be arraigned in courtiin this
way, as a defendanton all claims which
might be get up aguinst it, all discretion
over a l_arg: portion of the apprapriations
would be taken from Congress, and there is
noestimating the extent of the villainy that
conld be perpetrated on ex parte testimony.

3d, The Constitution provides, “nomon-
ey shall be deawn from the treasury, but in
conseqnence of appropriations made by

 law.”  Thisg Chickasaw bill provides that,

“such sum 68 may be finally adjudged by
said supreme court, to be due by she Uni-
ted States to the Chickasaw nation, SHALL
BE AccouNTED POR by the United, States,
and held and disposed of by them, subject
to the trusts specified in said treaties: and
said decree, whether for or against the
Uunited States,shall be pINAL AND €ONCLU-
sive”  'Thedecreeof the court may not
actually, manually, de facto, take hold of
the keys of the treasury, but thislaw pledg-
es the faith of the government that the
sum decreed “suaL Be AcCOUNTED FOR,
and virtually it draws money from the
| trensury in violation of the constitution;
and however base and ginfamous the testi-
mony, yet thedecree of the court, like the
law of the Medes and Persians, is irreversi.

| ble. This 1cousider a “great enormity,”
Ath. This Cliskesaw bill sanfare the
Jurisdiction upon the circuit court of the
Uuited States for the District of Colambia,
to hear and determine all the claims of any
nature whatsoever of the Chickasaw na-
tion, under the treaties of 1832 and and
1831, aguinst the United States. Now it
appears that on the 15th of March, 1842,
the amount of stocks held by the secretary
| of the treastiry in trust for the Chickesaws,
was 81,555,677 23, The Chickasaw treaty
provides that the money of the nation shall
be invested in stocks not having more than
[ twenty years to run. The memorial of
| the Chaickasaws above refarred to, says,
' “that in defiance of the terms of said treat-
[ 1es, a large portion of said  proceeds have
been invesied in stocks baving more than
twenty years (o ran.”  The exact amount

| Inm nnaole lo state, but, from what infor-
matiou I have, Isaupprse the sumn above
allnded to amounts to more than §200,000.
T'he govérnment in purchasing stock hav-

|
|
| ing more thau tweoty years to run, clearly
| exceeded theirauthority, and the purchase
|
I

was, without question, a misapplication of
a trust fund —Bat let us run this isolulﬂ
case ont though the courts under this law?
The Chickasaw nation sues the United
States for 200,000, the amonnt supposed
to be misapplied in the purchase of stocks;
the court enters a decree for the amount
against the United States: the supremecourt
aflirms the decree.  T'his binds the United
States, and renders it final and conclusive.
But wherein is the Chickasaw nation ben.
efitted? For the moment such a question
1s bronght 1o the consideration of Congress,
the eloim would be admitted. Buot then
the attorney’s fee!  There is the marrow of
this transaction. And suppose the rule of
compensation applicable in the Choetaw
speculation, that onehalfof the recovery
belonged o the attorney, should be allowed
in this case, £100,000 would feel comfort-
able in the pockets of a hard working attor.

aller some , and reported 1o the
House as a Sennte bill, There ] ought, |
and indeed it had been my intention, to
have moved its reference to 1he commitiee
on Indian affnirs, but on motion it was
again referred to the Jodiciary committee;
and this motion was made, put and carried
without arresting my attention. And it is

| proper that | should edmit that here 1

onght to have exercised more vigilance,
but the reference baving been made, I sub- |
mitted, and looked into the subject, and !
prepared mysell fora full deveiopement of
its principles and provisions whenever it |
was reported back to the House, The mo- |
ment came Which required me to meet the
usue; the true characjer of the bill was ex-
p:-J.md tbe House refused 10 enact ill

into a law,

ing, the oldest pettler of
_ -

ney.  ‘This won'd have been agr=at wrong
to the Chickasaw nation and destructive of
the quds of justice, This is a “greater ¢-
normity.” And the question s not with me,
did men intend 10 do such a thing under
the law; bat, conld they thus plunder an
“ignorant and confiding people.”

5th. In the administration of the treaty
at Pontotoe, in the opittion ofmany honest
and witelligent men, many errors were
committed; many Indians were allowed
land who bad a0 nght and others were
permitied to locate upon the choicest lands
contrary tothe letter, spirit and Yotent of the
treaty. The trealy provides, “these reser-
vations shall Be coafined to the sections or
fractional sections on which the party
claiming lives, or to such as are contigu-
ous or adjoining to lbod:- resided up-
on, subject o the following  restrictions or
condilions:

Ist. When there are interferences aris-

cocupan: shall
have the .
21 Whcathe hadis jodped unfit for

But if onr government should al- |

chiefs, the party entitled was authorized to -

locate on other lands,
_It* is genenally conceded that, in viola-
tion of this provision, a vast deal of the
most valuable land of the nation, lying
nnc:E:Iy in the prairie and the richest
and districts, was reserved and appropria-
ted to individuals. It must, be kept in
mind, that whatever is reserved to an indi-
vidual Indian is so much abstracted from
the general Chickasaw fund; and if the U-
nited States have mal-administered the
treaty, by allowing land to Indians who
were not entitled to such a  birth-right, the
Chickasaw nation has a claim in good con-
science on the United States, under the
treaty, for compensation. For an illustra-
tion, let us take one case and run it throngl
the courts, and ‘ex uno, disce omnes’; for
I believe that more than one hundred cases
could be hunted up by a keen scented In-
dian dealer. Suppose the Chickasaw na-
tion filea bill agaiust the United States,
for the land or for the value of the section
of land on which the town of Pontotoc is
located, and prove to the satisfaction of the
court, that the Indian who was here locat-
ed, was not entitled to any reservation, or,
il entitled, that he was bound under the
treaty to takeanother and different section
of far less value. And suppose the count
should decree that that section of land be-
longed to the Chickasaw vation, or that
the Urited States should “account for” its
value, which I will suppose to be equal at
the present time to §100,000. Now, it
the attorney in every in every case, could
make the “ignorant and confiding” Chick-
asaw, fork over one half, this would be a
rich harvest, and 1 apprehend the laborers
would not be wanting,
~ In what way all this might have effected
wnocent holders ot land; what disturbance
and nneertainty would atise in the commu-
nity; and how for the proof, which might
be casily prepared, would effect existing
titles, itis.not necessary for me to deter-
mine. But as fraud vitiates all contracts
and renders them void, abinitio, the patent
of the government could not protect tig,
pres=nt owner of the land. Heretofore the
effort has been to obtain lands for Indians:
pass this law, and the meess would
change, and the ery would be the infamons
couduct of the former officers of
erument, and the grievous and
rllll:ld.! af the Lignorant and
ndian nation. 'T'his I consider the ‘grea-
test enormity.”

I might go farther, but here I shall stop;
for I am fully satisfied that a measure to
which such o!geeliom will justly lie, will
find but few ndvocates in Mississippi, and
no man would be willing to rest his ho
for popular favor on a bill of such a char-
acter. But while I am forced jhus to char-
acterize this intended law, I do not know
that those who favored it, saw the exten-

gov-
esale

| sive and dengerous judiciary given by it |

to the courts. Iclaim to be honcst in my
opposition to the measure—I am free to
concede that its advocates are equally hon-
est. Therefore | must suppose them mis-
taken, and, doubtless, tBey view my course
in the same light. It is for you to judge
between us, and to your decision 1 shall
submit with cheerfulnets.

But a portion of my speech on this Lill,
lias been so often quoted and so improperly
interpreted, that it s due to troth and frank.

i ness that | should correct the erroucous

|

interpretation. 1 ihere remark, “But 1 have
had my difficulties in coming up to this
opposition, 1 have friends urging the

| sage of this bill —{iiends that 1 have served

oud whose wishes 1 hate to thwart. But a
sense of duty, ?"c., has impelled me to
make fthis explanation of the enormities

| of thus bill; and having done so, I cheer-

{ully submit the result 1o the free action of
ths House.,” It issaud in some strong and
caustic articles which 1 have noticed, that
the friends alluded 10 were Dr. Win. M.
Gwio and Houn. Robert J. Walker. "The
use of the word in the plural number, bas
led to this mistake. I did not allude 1o
Mr. Walker. He never al any time, or in
:,::f w;}‘. spoke 1o me in relation 10 this
ill; and 0 resisting its passage, | did pot
cousider one nmuml that [ was interferin
with his wishes, or that my action on it
would interrupt the uniform kiod feelings
that | had supposed to exist between us, 1
know that, in many cases, a representative
allows himself 10 yield his assent 10 mea-
sures of a private nature, which he is very
willing to see defeated. And

k Iumn_ryd-rau. We
had lon, {riends, R con-
stant and intimate we had
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my mo and overrule

it of my speech, as a!l who read it
readily ye. _

But were T %o stop here, I might be misun-
derstood. !nmmrdhd mgoulldlgm
my viewsof Mr Walker's reteotion of the Sea-
atorial commission of the Clovernor, which was
forwarded to him to be delivered overto me in
the event of his going into Mr. Polk’s Cabinet.
The part I took in defeatiog the Chickesaw
Bill hus been supposed to be the true solution of
his conduct—and therefore I thought it impera -
tive on me to make the explanation I have
done. T cannot bring my mind to believe that
in refusing to deliver the commission, Mr. Wal-
ker was influenced by sny motive or conside-
ration personal 1o myself —Nothing existed be-
tween us, but what {auppoaod to be unreserved
confidence’ Sometimes we differed about men
and about measures, but it wos an honest dif-
ference and in no case produced the slightest
alteration of feeling. He told me he prefered
a place in the Cabinet. 1 insisted upon his re-
maining in the Senate and pledged him my
hearty support for a re-election. When 1 found
he would not yiol:: m t;icuholl cheerfuily
gave ints his wishes, a w party are
advised with what steadiness and w:idx{u'fu-.
I pressed him for the position he now oceupies
—on the very day the Semate coafirmed
Secretrary of the Treasury, be received the
Senatorial commission But suppase now that
on that day whea all his fond hopes and wishes
are realized and all the splendid mpmetol'
power and place ere $nugly fitted v im,
he receives a commission from the tive
of his State for me 1o occupy his seatj feeling
himaelf independent, when batten hours belore
his right foot rested oo my shoulder as a firm
I::;op. a;ha vauited ir:’to his elem«l;:, .

ring &nurturing a desp grudge againat we
samegcauu nevcf exprsued, and determining
now 1o ke advantage of tha confidence of tho
Governorto slake bis burning thirat for ven-
geance, he should tear up the 1
would not a!l honorable men irresistibly come
to the conclusion, that such a man was too de-
graded for the association of honest men and
that the keysof the Treasury were in unsafe
haads. The consequences of a conclusion that
M:. Walker was influenced by sny considera-
tion personal to mysell in his course with the
commission, are so monstrous, so overwhelm-
ing, so destructive of all faith and confidence in
his charamer and integrity, that I feel bound to
believe him when be says, “nor is there any
man friend or foe, to whom under similar cir-
camstances [ would bave delivered the commis-
sion."

Upon (ne windrawal of M. Walker and

Mr. Buchanan from the Senate, parties stood
24 whigs and 23 democrats, snd & must be

kuown to all scquainted with the p

of the Senate, that a majority of that body eould
at any time have gone ino the election of w
printer, or called up the Zoll Verein Treaty o
ndo[aui resolutions advising the President ia
puisuance of the Jatler alternate in the joint re-
solutions for the annexstion of "'exas, to have
opened negotigtions with that Government for
the purpose of sfiecting that most heartily desir-
ed object. And morcover it is evident that Mr.
Walker misunderstood the feelings and wishes
of the Glovernor, for no sconer is he advised that
the commission had not been delivered, than he
caused & duplicato commission to be made out
and forwarded. Yet I know you will believe
me sinccre whea Iassure you, that at no time
have I felt ong momeat's mortification st the
cotrse cveols have taken. 1 never asued or
desired the appointment—1 am cootent with sad
proud of my present position. The Senatorisl
appoiniment by the Executive wasa hi-
ment which I most highly sppreciate, ,::L.
proved a source of continual annoyance to me,
and had Mr. Walker intimated 0 me that he
had a commission for me, but that he felt emba:-
rassed about ite delivery, [ pever eould have
accepled it even for one moment. Therefore
as [ do not believe that Mr. Walker took the
course he did with a view 10 mortify my feel-
ings, to graufy any personal pique or revenge,
or to lower me or in any way affect me, in the
estimation ofthe people of Missiasippl, I coe-
sider that | baveno other intorest in the sap-
pression of the commitsion than the whole peo-
ple of Mississippi and the whale party
throughout the Union—and 1 doubt not l:‘ 2
sound public opinion will in the cud, deal jus-
ly with us all.

With a sincere hope that at the ides of No.
vember, you will, with your b.:ml t-:-.
ity, re-elect me lo the hooora! e
::ng held. P

-J. THOMPSON.
Oxronp, Sept 3, 1845

il e
promptings of friendship. Buch is .gi'll
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